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cious enough, and that is, to preserve those in power who
are for perpetuating a war, rather than see others advanced,
who they are sure will use all proper means to promote a
safe and honourable peace.

Thirdly, Since it is observed of armies, that in the present
age they are brought to some degree of humanity, and a
more regular demeanour to each other and to the world,
than in former times; it is certainly a good maxim to en-
deavour preserving this temper among them, without which
they would soon degenerate into savages. To this end, it
would be prudent among other things, to forbid that de-
testable custom of drinking to the damnation or confusion
of any person whatsoever.

Such desperate acts, and the opinions infused along with
them, into heads already inflamed by youth and wine, are
enough to scatter madness and sedition through a whole
camp. So seldom upon their knees to pray, and so often to
curse! This is not properly atheism, but a sort of anti-
religion prescribed by the Devil, and which an atheist of
comrgon sense would scorn as an absurdity. I have heard
it mentioned as a common practice last autumn, somewhere
or other, to drink damnation and confusionl (and this with
circumstances very aggravating and horrid) to the new
ministry, and to those who had any hand in turning out the
old ; that is to say, to those persons whom her Majesty has
thought fit to employ in her greatest affairs, with something
more than a glance against the Qu[een] herself. And if it
be true that these orgies were attended with certain doubtful
words of standing by their g[enera]l, who without question
abhorred them; let any man consider the consequence of
such dispositions, if they should happen to spread. I could
only wish for the honour of the Army, as well as of the
Qu[een] and ministry, that a remedy had been applied to
the disease, in the place and time where it grew. If men
of such principles were able to propagate them in a camp,
and were sure of a general for life, who had any tincture of

1 In his " Journal to Stella " Swift writes, under date December I3th,
1710 : tf You hear the havoc making in the army : Meredyth, Macartney,
and Col. Honeywood, are obliged to sell their commands at half value,
and leave the army, for drinking destruction to the present ministry,"
etc. (see vol. ii., p. 71, of present edition). [T. S.]